
COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION & CLASSIFICATION

ELC  

COMMUNITY 
DESCRIPTION & 
CLASSIFICATION 

SITE:

 
POLYGON:   

SURVEYOR(S): DATE:   UTME:   

START:   END:    UTMZ:   UTMN:   

POLYGON DESCRIPTION

SYSTEM SUBSTRATE TOPOGRAPHIC 
FEATURE HISTORY VEGETATION COMMUNITY 

TERRESTRIAL 
WETLAND 
AQUATIC 

ORGANIC 
MINERAL SOIL 
PARENT MIN. 
ACIDIC BEDRK. 
BASIC BEDRK. 
CARB. BEDRK. 

LACUSTRINE 
RIVERINE 
BOTTOMLAND 
TERRACE 
VALLEY SLOPE 
TABLELAND 
ROLL. UPLAND 
CLIFF 
TALUS 
CREVICE / CAVE 
ALVAR 
ROCKLAND 
BEACH / BAR 
SAND DUNE 
BLUFF 

NATURAL 
CULTURAL 

PLANKTON 
SUBMERGED 
FLOATING-LVD. 
GRAMINOID 
FORB 
LICHEN 
BRYOPHYTE 
DECIDUOUS 
CONIFEROUS 
MIXED 

LAKE 
POND 
RIVER 
STREAM 
MARSH 
SWAMP 
FEN 
BOG 
BARREN 
MEADOW 
PRAIRIE 
THICKET 
SAVANNAH 
WOODLAND 
FOREST 
PLANTATION 

SITE COVER 

OPEN WATER 
SHALLOW WATER 
SURFICIAL DEP. 
BEDROCK 

OPEN 
SHRUB 
TREED 

STAND DESCRIPTION

LAYER HT CVR
SPECIES IN ORDER OF DECREASING DOMINANCE

(>> MUCH GREATER THAN; > GREATER THAN; = ABOUT EQUAL TO

1 CANOPY   

2 SUB-CANOPY   

3 UNDERSTOREY   

4 GRD. LAYER   

HT CODES:                1 = >25 m      2 = 10<HT≤25 m      3 = 2<HT ≤10 m      4 = 1<HT≤2 m      5 = 0.5<HT≤1 m      6 = 0.2<HT≤0.5      7 = HT≤0.2 m  
CVR CODES              0= NONE       1= 0% < CVR ≤ 10%      2= 10 < CVR ≤ 25%      3= 25 < CVR ≤ 60%      4= CVR > 60%
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Acer rubrum  = Acer x freemanii  = Fagus grandifolia  = Nyssa sylvatica  = Quercus palustris  > Acer saccharum  = Prunus serotina  = Quercus bicolor  = Quercus rubra  = Ulmus rebra  > Carya ovata  = Quercus macrocarpa

Rhamnus cathartica  > Amelanchier > Carpinus caroliniana  = Ostrya virginiana

1

J Sankey, F Fohr, J Damude 09/16/2013 495953.0000000

33 Bowman's Woods West

790302.0000000

Rhus radicans  = Onoclea sensiblis  = Aster lateriflorus  = Aster macrophyllus  = Aster pilosus  = Bidens frondosa  = Boehmeria cylindrica  = Fragaria sp.  = Geum sp. = Maianthemum canadense  = Solidago canadensis  > Parthenocissus sp.  = Dryopteris spinulosa  = Agrimonia gryposepala  = Chelone glabra  = Lycopus uniflorus  = Mitchella repens  = Pilea pumila  = Sium suave  = Smilax herbacea  > Smilax rotundifolia

Rubus hispidus  = Rubus idaeus  > Aronia sp.  = Cephalanthus occidentalis  = Cornus racemosa  = Lindera benzoin  = Ribes sp.  = Rubus occidentalis  = Viburnum recognitum  > Berberis thunbergii  = Ilex verticillata



COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION & CLASSIFICATION

STAND COMPOSITION: 
BA: 

SIZE CLASS ANALYSIS:  < 10  10 - 24  25 - 50  > 50

STANDING SNAGS:  < 10  10 - 24  25 - 50  > 50

DEADFALL / LOGS:  < 10  10 - 24  25 - 50  > 50

ABUNDANCE CODES:                                     N = NONE          R = RARE          O = OCCASIONAL          A = ABUNDANT
 

COMM. AGE :  PIONEER  YOUNG  MID-AGE  MATURE  OLD GROWTH
 
SOIL ANALYSIS:

TEXTURE:  DEPTH TO MOTTLES / GLEY g =  (cm)

G = 

 
(cm)

MOISTURE: DEPTH OF ORGANICS: (cm)

HOMOGENEOUS / VARIABLE DEPTH TO BEDROCK: (cm)

 
COMMUNITY CLASSIFICATION:

COMMUNITY CLASS: CODE:   

COMMUNITY SERIES: CODE:  

ECOSITE: CODE:  

VEGETATION TYPE: CODE:  

 INCLUSION CODE: 

 COMPLEX CODE: 
 
Notes: 
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This is a large woodlot north of Sherk Rd and west of Willoughby Rd in Willoughby Township. The Bowman's
Archery Club has leased the property from the city for over 30 years and maintains a trail through the property,
with targets located along the trail. A locked gate leads into a gravel roadway and parking area. A storage
shed, picnic area and target range exist within a well-maintained clearing. Polygon 1: To the west of the
clearing is an old growth swamp forest which is rich in a diverse selection of wetland species. The Archery
Club at one time had a trail and boardwalk through this area, but it has not been maintained in about 20 years.
Some of the old targets and trail markers still remain.



STAND & SOIL CHARACTERISTICS

ELC
STAND & SOIL 

CHARACTERISTICS

SITE: 

POLYGON: 

DATE: 

SURVEYOR(S): 

TREE TALLY BY SPECIES:

PRISM FACTOR    

SPECIES TALLY 1 TALLY 2 TALLY 3 TALLY 4 TOTAL RELATIVE AVERAGE

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

TOTAL 100

BASAL AREA (BA)    MEAN: 
DEAD   

 

STAND COMPOSITION:
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33 Bowman's Woods West

J Sankey, F Fohr, J Damude

1

09/16/2013



STAND & SOIL CHARACTERISTICS

 

SOIL ASSESSMENT 1 2 3 4
TEXTURE

DEPTH TO MOTTLES:

DEPTH TO GLEY:

 g = 

 G = 

 g = 

 G = 

 g = 

 G = 

 g = 

 G = 

DEPTH OF ORGANICS

DEPTH TO BEDROCK

MOISTURE REGIME

 

 

 

 SOIL PROFILE
 
 COMMUNITY PROFILE DIAGRAM
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  CANOPY  SUB-CANOPY  UNDERSTOREY  GROUND LAYER 

     
 

 
Notes: 
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Plant Species List

ELC 
 

PLANT 
SPECIES 

LIST

SITE: 

POLYGON: 

DATE: 

SURVEYOR(S): 

LAYERS: 1 = CANOPY > 10m    2 = SUBCANOPY    3 = UNDERSTOREY    4 = GROUND (GRD.) LAYER

ABUNDANCE CODES:   R = RARE     O = OCCASIONAL     A = ABUNDANT     D = DOMINANT

SPECIES CODE
LAYER

COLL.
1 2 3 4

 
SPECIES CODE

LAYER
COLL.

1 2 3 4
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ARubus idaeus

A

A

Rubus hispidus

A

Acer saccharum O

AAcer x freemanii

Amelanchier O

RCarpinus caroliniana

O

O

Viburnum recognitum

Carya ovata R

Fagus grandifolia A

Rubus occidentalis

33 Bowman's Woods West

1

09/16/2013

J Sankey, F Fohr, J Damude

Acer rubrum A

Nyssa sylvatica A

Ostrya virginiana R

Prunus serotina O

Quercus bicolor

R

A

O

Rhus radicans

OParthenocissus sp.

Quercus macrocarpa

A

Quercus palustris A

R

O

O

A

A

A

OQuercus rubra



Plant Species List

 
Notes: 
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O

ORibes sp.

Rhamnus cathartica A

O

A

Lindera benzoin

Ilex verticillata R

A

A series of vernal pools run north-south through the forest. Dominated by old red maples, pin oak and swamp
white oak, this forest also contains a large concentration of black gum trees. During this survey, close to 20
black gum trees were noted of various ages. Round-leaved greenbrier, a species at risk, was also noted.
The Old Growth Forest Survey of the Niagara Peninsula, conducted by the Bert Miller Nature Club in October
2003 describes this area as the Ã¢??oldest known hardwood forest in the Niagara Peninsula,Ã¢?? with black
gum trees between 300 and 500 years old

Cornus racemosa

Cephalanthus occidentalis O

O

O

O

RBerberis thunbergii

O

O

Aronia sp.

Ulmus rebra O

A

O

O



Wildlife

ELC 
 

WILDLIFE

SITE: 

POLYGON: 

DATE: 

SURVEYOR(S): 

START TIME: END TIME: 
 

TEMP (°C): CLOUD (10th): WIND: PRECIPITATION: 

CONDITIONS: 
 
POTENTIAL WILDLIFE HABITAT:  

VERNAL POOLS SNAGS

HIBERNACULA FALLEN LOGS

 
SPECIES LIST:  

TY SP. CODE EV NOTES #  TY SP. CODE EV NOTES #
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H

deer

H

OB garter snake

OB

M TK

✔✔

33 Bowman's Woods West

J Sankey, F Fohr, J Damude

1

09/16/2013

leopard frog



Wildlife

 

FAUNAL TYPE CODES (TY):

 B = BIRD M = MAMMAL H = HERPETOFAUNA L = LEPIDOPTERA F = FISH O = OTHER

EVIDENCE CODES (EV):

BREEDING BIRD - POSSIBLE

 SH = SUITABLE HABITAT SM = SINGING MALE

BREEDING BIRD - PROBABLE

 T = TERRITORY D = DISPLAY P = PAIR
 A = ANXIETY BEHAVIOUR N = NEST BUILDING V = VISITING NEST

BREEDING BIRD - CONFIRMED

 DD = DISTRACTION NU = USED NEST FY = FLEDGED YOUNG
 NE = EGGS NY = YOUNG FS = FOOD/FAECAL SACK
 AE = NEST ENTRY   

OTHER WILDLIFE EVIDENCE:

 OB = OBSERVED VO = VOCALIZATION CA = CARCASS
 DP = DISTINCTIVE PARTS HO = HOUSE/DEN FY = EGGS OR YOUNG
 TK = TRACKS FE = FEEDING EVIDENCE SC = SCAT
 SI = OTHER SIGNS (specify)   
 
 
Notes: 
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Wildlife
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Management / Distubance

ELC 
 

MANAGEMENT /  
DISTURBANCE

SITE: 

POLYGON: 

DATE: 

SURVEYOR(S): 

DISTURBANCE / EXTENT 0 1 2 3 SCORE ↑

TIME SINCE LOGGING >30 YRS 15 - 30 YRS 5 - 15 YRS 0 - 5 YEARS

INTENSITY OF LOGGING NONE FUEL WOOD SELECTIVE DIAMETER LIMIT

EXTENT OF LOGGING NONE LOCAL WIDESPREAD EXTENSIVE

SUGAR BUSH OPERATIONS NONE LIGHT MODERATE HEAVY

EXTENT OF OPERATIONS NONE LOCAL WIDESPREAD EXTENSIVE

GAPS IN FOREST CANOPY NONE SMALL INTERMEDIATE LARGE

EXTENT OF GAPS NONE LOCAL WIDESPREAD EXTENSIVE

LIVESTOCK (GRAZING) NONE LIGHT MODERATE HEAVY

EXTENT OF LIVESTOCK NONE LOCAL WIDESPREAD EXTENSIVE

ALIEN SPECIES NONE OCCASIONAL ABUNDANT DOMINANT

EXTEXT OF ALIEN SPECIES NONE LOCAL WIDESPREAD EXTENSIVE

PLANTING (PLANTATION) NONE OCCASIONAL ABUNDANT DOMINANT

EXTENT OF PLANTING NONE LOCAL WIDESPREAD EXTENSIVE

TRACKS AND TRAILS NONE FAINT TRAILS WELL MARKED TRACKS OR ROADS

EXTENT OF TRACKS/TRAILS NONE LOCAL WIDESPREAD EXTENSIVE

DUMPING (RUBBISH) NONE LIGHT MODERATE HEAVY

EXTENT OF DUMPING NONE LOCAL WIDESPREAD EXTENSIVE

EARTH DISPLACEMENT NONE LIGHT MODERATE HEAVY

EXTENT OF DISPLACEMENT NONE LOCAL WIDESPREAD EXTENSIVE

RECREATIONAL USE NONE LIGHT MODERATE HEAVY

EXTENT OF RECR. USE NONE LOCAL WIDESPREAD EXTENSIVE
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0
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1

09/16/2013

0

33 Bowman's Woods West

0

0

1

4

0

0

0

1



Management / Distubance

NOISE NONE SLIGHT MODERATE INTENSE

EXTENT OF NOISE NONE LOCAL WIDESPREAD EXTENSIVE

DISEASE/DEATH OF TREES NONE LIGHT MODERATE HEAVY

EXTENT OF DISEASE/DEATH NONE LOCAL WIDESPREAD EXTENSIVE

WIND THROW (BLOW DOWN) NONE LIGHT MODERATE HEAVY

EXTENT OF WIND THROW NONE LOCAL WIDESPREAD EXTENSIVE

BROWSE (e.g. DEER) NONE LIGHT MODERATE HEAVY

EXTENT OF BROWSE NONE LOCAL WIDESPREAD EXTENSIVE

BEAVER ACTIVITY NONE LIGHT MODERATE HEAVY

EXTENT OF BEAVER ACTIVITY NONE LOCAL WIDESPREAD EXTENSIVE

FLOODING (pools & puddling) NONE LIGHT MODERATE HEAVY

EXTENT OF FLOODING NONE LOCAL WIDESPREAD EXTENSIVE

FIRE NONE LIGHT MODERATE HEAVY

EXTENT OF FIRE NONE LOCAL WIDESPREAD EXTENSIVE

ICE DAMAGE NONE LIGHT MODERATE HEAVY

EXTENT OF ICE DAMAGE NONE LOCAL WIDESPREAD EXTENSIVE

OTHER: NONE LIGHT MODERATE HEAVY

EXTENT NONE LOCAL WIDESPREAD EXTENSIVE

↑ ITENSITY x EXTENT = SCORE

 
Notes: 
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